[Significance of anamnestic factors in the background of pathologic airway alterations].
The results of 867 diagnostic bronchoscopies, between August 1992 and August 1993, were studied by the retrospective analysis of the patients' files. The average age of the children was 46 months (6 days-25 years). The proportion of girls and boys were 38.6% and 61.4%. Data of the history were: therapy resistant recurrent wheezy bronchitis in 31.9%, recurrent pneumonia in 31.1%, stridor in 22.1%, recurrent croup in 17.4%, bronchial asthma in 10.1%, monosymptomatic cough in 9.5% and recurrent bronchitis in 8.0%. The 768 (89%) pathologic findings were: 1. by bronchoscopy (n = 867): acute inflammation of the mucous membrane 7.3%, chronic bronchitis 75.1%, mucous secretion 44.5%, purulent secretion 20.8%, cricoid stenosis 4.6%, tracheal stenosis 11.2%, left main stem bronchus stenosis 27.8%; 2. by bronchography (n = 202): bronchial deformation 43.1%, bronchiectasis 5.4%, gracile bronchi 2.0%. The following significant relations were proved between the anamnesis and the results of the bronchoscopy and/or bronchography by statistical analysis: recurrent wheezy bronchitis/chronic bronchitis (p < 0.001; chi 2 = 16.35), approximately/purulent secretion (p = 0.039; chi 2 = 4.26), approximately/left main stem bronchus stenosis (p < 0.001; chi 2 = 19.27); stridor/tracheal stenosis (p < 0.001; chi 2 = 58.67), approximately/left main stem bronchus stenosis (p < 0.001; chi 2 = 63.45), approximately/cricoid stenosis (p = 0.0015; chi 2 = 10.8), approximately/other stenosis (p = 0.002; chi 2 = 9.69); recurrent croup/cricoid stenosis (p < 0.001; chi 2 = 18.34); bronchial asthma/bronchial deformation (p = 0.026; chi 2 = 4.95). The results show the importance of the bronchological examination in the diagnosis of chronic chest symptoms in children.